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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claim(s) 1-36, 44 and 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Bellomo et al. (US 6,504,908 B1). 

Regarding claim(s) 1, Bellomo discloses a system for recording messages (FIG. 
1A and column 1, lines 43-48), said system comprising: 

a memory (Storage 13 on FIG. 1B) for storing at the recipient's location a time to 
play a particular message at said system, said play time being later than the time said 
communication is received at said system (column 3, lines 55-65); and 

a device (50 on FIG. 1A) for playing said particular message at the previously 
stored playtime associated with said particular message (column 5, lines 53-67). 

Regarding claim(s) 2 and 34, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
messages are played at said play time without regard to any action taken by said 
message recipient (column 5, lines 53-65). 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,177 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2614 

Regarding claim(s) 3, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said messages are 
audio messages played by a speaker (column 5, lines 53-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 4, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said messages are 
video messages displayed on a display (column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 5, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein at least a portion of 
said particular message is received concurrently with said play time for storage in said 
memory over a communication path extending from a location remote from said 
recipient's location (column 3, lines 16-26). 

Regarding claim(s) 6 and 35, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein at least one 
of said stored play times has a call-back number associated therewith, said system 
further comprising: means for receiving from said message recipient a response to a 
played message, said receiving means enabled at said play time (column 3, lines 31- 
41); and 

means for enabling said response to be communicated to said call-back number 
(column 3, lines 31-41). 

Regarding claim(s) 7 and 20, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said play 
time is a plurality of different times (step 221 on FIG. 2C). 
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Regarding claim(s) 8, 21, 33 and 48, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
memory is further operable for receiving messages that do not have controlled play 
times associated therewith and wherein said system further comprises: a processor 
operable in response to instructions received with a message play time for controlling 
the play of at least one of said messages not having controlled play times associated 
therewith (column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 9, 24, 49 and 50, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
last-mentioned message is selected based on information available external to said last- 
mentioned message at the time a received message is played (column 4, lines 13-36). 

Regarding claim(s) 10 and 22, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein the 
selection of said last mentioned message is controlled, at least in part by information 
received from a message sender (column 4, lines 48-58). 

Regarding claim(s) 11, 23 and 31, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein the 
selection of said last-mentioned message is controlled, at least in part, by local sensors 
(column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 12 and 30, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
sensors are selected from the list of thermometer, clock, GPS, calendar, physiological 
(column 3, lines 55-65). 
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Regarding claim(s) 13 and 25, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein a played 
one of said messages is played continuously for a period of time as controlled by 
information received with the message (column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 14 and 29, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
messages are received by a plurality of memories in a broadcast mode, said memories 
associated with different receiving users (column 4, lines 48-58). 

Regarding claim(s) 15 and 26, Bellomo discloses a system, further comprising 
an override control for playing selected ones of said messages at a time established 
independent of said play time associated with said selected ones of said messages 
(column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 16 and 51, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said device, 
at a playtime, enables downloading of pre-identified messages stored at a location 
remote from said recipient location (column 3, lines 16-26). 

Regarding claim(s) 17 and 32, Bellomo discloses a system, further comprising: 
means for converting any received message to a particular format, said particular format 
controlled by said recipient's system (column 3, lines 16-26). 
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Regarding claim(s) 18, 27 and 36, Bellomo discloses a system, wherein said 
controlled playtime is a message recipient specific time category, instead of a specific 
time (column 4, lines 48-58). 

Regarding claim(s) 19, Bellomo discloses all the limitation of claim(s) 19 as 
stated in claim(s) 1's rejection above and furthermore Hogan discloses downloading to 
said memory device together with said message playing time an identification of a 
message to be played subsequently at said playing time (column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 28, Bellomo discloses all the limitations of claim(s) 28 as 
stated in claim(s) V s rejection above and furthermore Bellomo discloses a processor 
for controlling receipt of incoming messages to said recipient (column 3, lines 55-65). 

Regarding claim(s) 44, Bellomo discloses all the limitations of claim(s) 44 as 
stated in claim(s) 1's rejection above and furthermore Hogan discloses playing each 
said stored message under control of said local device for said recipient at said time 
associated with said stored message without action taken by said recipient at the time 
each said message is played said playing occurring without a communication being 
established to said local device from a source external to said local device at said time 
each message is played (column 5, lines 53-65). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim(s) 1 -36, 44 and 48-51 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald Gauthier whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7539. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571 ) 272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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